CHAPTER II
CLASSIFICATION  OF   LACQUER AND  VARNISH
LACQUERS and varnishes may be classed under the fol-
lowing three groups:
1.  Oil-varnish and oleoresinous varnish.
2.  Spirit varnishes made with spirit of turpentine, ben-
zine, etc.
3.  Alcoholic varnishes made with alcoholic and similar
volatile solvents.
a.  By oil-varnish we mean a liquid which hardens by the
chemical change of a vegetable drying-oil.    By this change
a thin layer of the liquid oxidizes in the air and hardens into
a transparent, elastic coating.
b.  Lacquers are liquids whereof the fluidity is lost by the
evaporation of the whole or a part of the solvent.   Oleo-
resinous varnishes contain melted copal and other hard
resins dissolved in drying-oil and spirit of turpentine, and
in changing to a solid the latter evaporates, while the resin
remains in union with the drying-oil (Unseed).   The drying-
oil has the property of taking oxygen from the air, which
causes the film to harden gradually.   In the use of spirit
varnishes made with resins and spirit of turpentine, ben-
zine, etc., as solvents, these latter evaporate and leave a
solid residue.   Turpentine itself absorbs oxygen and has
some effect on the hardening of the varnish, while benzine
and turpentine substitutes only act  by being volatile.
Varnishes made by dissolving resins in alcohol, ether, and
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